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To whom it may concern

US Consumers spend more than $12 billion a year on commercial pet food.  Pet food labels are governed by the FDA in conjunction with the AAFCO.  Consumers rely on these labels to provide them with the information to make educated choices on their purchases.  There are two glaring issues with the information provided on pet food labels, however:

· Lack of evidence that AAFCO certification assures nutritional adequacy, and

· Lack of information regarding carbohydrate content.
Assuring customers that a pet food provides complete and balanced nutrition based solely on six-month feeding trials of a few animals, or meeting some basic nutritional requirements for survival is misleading.  Many individuals, including law student Justine Patrick, and veterinarians Dr. James Morris, Dr. Quinton Rogers, Dr. Elizabeth Hodgkins and even CVM veterinary nutritionist Dr. David Dzanis have been pointing out flaws with the AAFCO certification for over a decade.

· AAFCO nutrient profiles are backed by little to no scientific evidence

· AAFCO has little to no information on the bioavailability of ingredients

· AAFCO feeding trials don’t test all foods in the group, and don’t reveal long-term deficiencies or excesses

· AAFCO does not verify that foods do indeed meet the certification criteria
The AAFCO certification gives pet food consumers false assurances the food they are purchasing will allow their beloved family member to thrive.  The AAFCO certification should be removed from all pet food labels, as it constitutes misrepresentation.  If pet food companies wish to test their products with feeding trials or provide nutritional assurances, these companies should do so at their own expense.  These claims would need to be documented and verifiable in order to meet labeling and advertising requirements, just like all other products.

All pet food labels are required to include a guaranteed nutritional analysis.  There is, however, a grievous omission from the facts presented on these labels – information on carbohydrate content.  Cat owners, in particular, need information on carbohydrate content in order to properly evaluate the food’s appropriateness for their cat.  In particular, owners of cats that have diabetes, inflammatory bowel disease, struvite crystal formation, or obesity have a desperate need for information on carbohydrate content.  At present, these individuals are forced to rely on the advice of their veterinarians (who generally only have knowledge on the prescription diets they sell), pet food retail staff, the internet, or contacting the manufacturers to request this information, which they may or may not provide.

Maximum carbohydrate content should be required on the guaranteed analysis shown on every pet food label.  Just as minimum protein, maximum fat, maximum moisture, and other nutrients are presented for the consumers’ review, so should maximum carbohydrate content.  This information should be readily available to pet food manufacturers, as they must evalute their food to provide the other nutrient information shown. In an interview with Steve Dale on April 15, 2007, Duane Ekendahl of the Pet Food Institute noted that pet food manufacturers were aware of the consumers’ need for this information.  So, why is the information not on the label?  Why must consumers resort to conducting their own research?

We hope the following changes to pet food labeling requirements will be made effective immediately:

· Removal of AAFCO certification of “complete and balanced nutrition” from pet food labels, and

· Inclusion of maximum carbohydrate content in the nutritional analysis.
Sincerely,
